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| E Great Sanskrit Plays 


Ratnavall + Udayana « Vasantasena 


Illustrated Classics From In. 


Ratnavali 
A Sanskrit Мау 


The story Ramavali is attributed to Emperor Harsha, who ruled from Kanau n the 7th century AD. Princess 
Ratravali of Sinhala is shipwrecked en route to Kaushambi where she was going in order to marry King Udayana, 
har betrothed. The king's wise minister, Yeugandharayana, recognises er, but to bide for Ume he entrust he to 
Queen Vasavedata, her own cousin, as a maid named Sagaria. 


King Harsha was a great patron of art and literature. Renowned Sanskrit poes ike Bana Bhatta were in his 
court. Harsha himself was а poet and playwright. He wrote three Sanskrit plays: Nagananda, Priyadarshika and 
Ratrava 


Harsha obtained material for these plays tom Gumadhya's Bihatkatha, which was a treasure house of stores. 
Rateaval and Priyadarstika have similar plots, Udayana, the legendary king of Kaushambi, is the hero in both pay. 
Stores of King Udayana and Queen Vasavedatta wero wellknown in the world of ancient ladian Iterature. Harsha. 
was adept at conuiving dramatic situations and intrigue This ained hin the ide Alguna Aevi or the эКИ рон, 


Script: Subba Rao Illustrations: Pratap Muick 
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| RATNAVALI || 


| 


PRINCESS RATNAVALI, THE DAUGHTER OF 
VIKKAMABAHA, KING OF SIMMALA, WAS GOING 
TO KAUSHANE! TO MARKY KING UDANA. 


VASUBHUTI, THE KING'S MINISTER, 
WHO WAS ESCORTING RATNAVAL!, 
TURNED 70 BABHRAVA, THE 
ENVOY FROM KAUSHANEN, 


OUR KING WAS SAD 
ТО HEAR THAT HIS 
МЕСЕ, KING UDAVANAIS 
QUEEN, VASAVADATTA, 
DED IN THE FRE AT 
WANAKA. 


YOUNG RATNAVALI WAS THINKING ABOUT VAGAVADATTA AND KING UDAYANA, 
T 


A SUDDEN STORM HAD BEGUN. THE HUGE 
WAVES TOSSED THE SHIP ABOUT. > 


FORTUNATELY, SOON AFTER, 
SHE SPOTTED! ANOTHER SHIP. 


== === 
— == 
THE MASTER OF THE SHP, A MERCHANT MMC | | HE ORDERED THE SHIP то TURN 
WAS SAILING TO KAUSHAMBI, HEARD THE RY. | | AROUND TOWARDS HER» 
NJ TI 7 


+++ AND HELPED HER ABOARD. 


— 


HOW CAN | TELL 
| AM 


MENALE AT KAUSHAMII, 
ДИМО де MANA, KING 
Vania OS Andre, was 


[ANXIOYSLY RACING UP AND DOWN 


[MIS CHAMBER. 


PRINCESS RATNAVAL. 
WILL SOON ВЕ HERE. 


НЕ LOVES, VASAVADATTA 
TOO MUCH. HE WILL. 
NOT AGREE TO MARRY 

ANOTHER WOMAN AND 

YET 


JUST THEN А GUARD 


2 


SIR, I RESCUED THIS 


THE MERCHANT WALKED IN, BRINGING 7 
HE MERC 15 RATNAVAL/ 


TEA 


VAUGANDHARAVANA TOOK RATNAVALI TO QUEEN VASAVADATTA’S CHAMBERS. 


О GJEEN, THIS 5 
1 SAGARIKA. SHE HAS 
NO ONE TO TURN TO ú 
МАУ I ENTRUST 
HER TO YOUR 
> CARE? 


A 
QUEEN VASAVADATTA LOOKED | | [45 “аизамона-| EXCELLENT! RATNAVALI 
APFECTIONATELY AT THE GIRL. || |RAYANA LEFT— | 8 NOW BOUND TO COME 
7 ACROSS THE KING 


Ç SHE WILL BE W 
SENER, 


AND THEN | WILL LET 
MATTERS TAKE THEIR 


you 29 
ARE VERY KIND. - 
PERNT МЕ ТО СГ ERKA S N 
TAKE YOUR LEAVE. VERY CHARMING! 
1 SHOULD TAKE 
VASAVADATTA DID NOT KNOW THAT CARE THAT THE _ | 
SAGARIKA WAS NONE OTHER THAN KING DOESN'T 
RATNAVALI y HER COUSIN. MEET FER. 


VASAVADATTA TURNED TO 


МЧ FRIEND, | WANT YOU 

766 HAPB HERE, OU 

SHALL ВЕ IM CHARGE CC 
MEDHAVINI, OUR 

BELOVED TALKING- 

შირი, SUSANÕATA MILL 

ს. SHON «CV WHERE 
7% 


SAGARIKA WAS HAPPY AND ENJOYED HER 
БӘ, THE QUEEN IS 
MI 


THEN CAME THE FESTIVAL OF 
MADANA, THE GOD OF LOVE. 


SASARIKA, О SUSANGATA , 


| P= 


50 CARRYING MATERIALS FOR WORSHIP, 
SAGARIKA FOLLOWED THE QUEEN INTO 


MEANWHILE, PEOPLE WERE QUT IN THE 
STREETS, CELEBRATING THE FESTIVAL BY 
THROWING COLOURS AT ONE ANOTHER. FROM 
THE PALACE KING UDAYANA WATCHED THE 
MERRY- MAKING WITH VAGANTAKA, THE 
COURT JESTER 


THE QUEEN REQUESTS 
YOUR PRESENCE АТ 
MAKARANDA GARDEN 
VICTORY TO YOUR _ NIS MORE APPROPRIATE | | WHERE SHE WILL BE 
MAJESTY I THE QUEEN | ON MADANA'S FESTIVAL] | WORSHIPPING THE 
COMMANDS... NO, TELL ME WHAT THE | | GOD OF LOVE. + 

NO: = THE QUEEN QUEEN ۸۷۸۸۸۷ص‎ ۰0۹1 Г N 


۰۲ FRIEND, FLOWERS ARE IN BLOOM 
au EDEN AND THE HUMMING OF BEES 


"Y 257277”  500М05 LIKE THE JINGLE OF 
" A сш ONEN'S ANKLETS. 


THAT SOUND 15 NOT 
CAUSED BY BEES BUT BY 
THE ANKLETS OF THE 
QUEEN'S COMPANIONS! 


MEANWHILE VABAVADATTA HAD 
APPROACHED THE RED ASHOKA TREE, 


aem Т A 
[BRING ME 


THE MATERIALS 
FOR WORSHIP. 


94 


HERE THEY ARE, ) HOW DID 
YOUR MAJESTY," / SAGARIKA 


| CAN'T BEAR ТО 
MISS THE RITUAI 
PLL HIDE HERE 
AND WATCH IT. 


IN FACT, | COULD 
Å Pick SOME FLOWERS 
[> AND OFFER THEM TO 
THE 600 OF LOVE 
ERE. 


WHILE GAGARIKA WAS GATHERING FLOWERS, 
THE QUEEN WOR: DANA. 


THEN SHE TURNED TO UDAYANA WHO HAD 
JUST JOINED HER. 


٣ک‎ БАЗ ع0707‎ 


THEN GAGARIKA OFFERED HER FLOWERS| 
Е STOOD. 


THEN AS анг ET CUT FOR THE PALACE, SHE HEARD 


А GUARD CALLING OUT — (а 


++ MANU PRINCES ARE 
Матка TO PAU THEIR 
RESPECTS TO KING „7 
DAYANA ۔‎ 


BUT IT CAN'T 


AS UDAYANA AND VASAVADATTA PASSED BY — 


UDAYANA?S FACE HAUNTED SAGARIKA 
AND SHE HARDLY SLEPT THAT NIGHT. 
THE NEXT MORNING SHE WENT ТО. 
THE GARDEN HOUSE TAKING WITH HER 
A DRAWING BOARD, BRÅ 
COLOURS. 


SUSANGATA CREPT UP 
FROM BEHIND HER— 


WHAT ARE YOU 
PAINTING, 


SAGARIKA? 


NOW THAT MADANA'S 
FESTIVAL 15 ٤ 

\ CELEBRATED | HAVE 
DRAWN THE GOD 


LOOK, ми VER WHY, uou ve 
DRAW RAT. JÅ DRAWN MY 
HERE. 


15 MADANA THEN 
THE ONE IIVC 
PAINTED 5 


NOW TELL) АМ OVERCOME BY A | |YOUR SECRET IS SAFE 
ME ALL. / SENSE OF SHAME. OU 


WITH ME. BUT THIS 

MUSTN?T TELL ANUONE| | TALKING BIRD MAY 
4 | BLURT OUT 

EVERYTHING» ++ 


9 سڪ 
NE‏ 
чара‏ 


rd) 


BUT SAGARIKA DID NOT SEEM TO HEAR SUSANGATA?S WORDS. 
| HAVE LOST мч XÑ 
HEART TO ONE МНО 
15 UNATTAINABLE! 
DEATH CAN BE Mu. 


RUE 


JUST THEN, A FEROCIOUS MONKEY CAME LET'S RUN, 
BOUNDING IN. 


SAGARIKA Y 
SA 117 a 


ATTRACTED BY THE FOOD IN THE CAGE, THE MONKEY 
OPENEL OUT. 


D Т. THE FRIGHTENED BIRD FLEW წაი 
اتہر‎ 
3 
нь 
MEANWHILE Л “OU HAVE SOMETHING VET: 
OUTSIDE — MORE SERIOUS THAN w 
THAT TO WORRY ABOUT. JA, / 


LOOK! MEDHAVINI 
HAS FLOWN AWAU, 


AND WHAT 15 WORSE, SHE 
HAS HEARD EVERY NORD 
WE UTTERED. WE 


MUST CATCH HER, 


MEANWHILE , UDAVANA ACCOMPANIED BY VASANTAKA, 
WAS ОМ HIS WAV TO THE GARDEN, WHEN KAGANTAKA 
PPED ABRUPTLY. | THERE IS А GHOST IN 

w THIS BAKULA TREE, 
ET'S RUN AWAY. E 


225 


ZZ eur DO LISTEN. SOMEONE 
ғыт ро VET NO თან 

AN BE SEEN THE SÕDU 
565 ONE ig THE CHOST! 
HE HOST 


FOOL! SHE IS 
SAYING SOME- 
THING PLEASANT, 
LET'S LISTEN. 


20 


WHOSE PORTRAIT 


ARE YOU DRAWING 
THE GOD OF LOVE L VASANTAKA , 
WHY, JOU VE DI 29) mis вас е 
МЕН: REPEATING THE 

Å CONVERSATION OF A 


LOVELORN GIRL WITH 
OM. HER COMPANION. 


IT 5 HEADING. 


FOR THE GARDEN 
HOUSE, LET'S 
FOLLOW IT. 


WHEN THEY ENTERED THE GARDEN HOUSE — 
OY THERE'S THE BIRD 


CAGE AND HERE'S THE 
დ DRAWING BOARD. 
ba 2 
SURU 


ჩიტი 1S VASANTAKA 
SPEAKING. THE KING 

IVA MUST BE HERE, ТОО 
(У гета HIDE AND 
LISTEN TO THEM, 


127) > 


MEANWHILE SAGARIKA AND SUSANGATA NOT FINDING 
THE BIRD, WERE RETURNING TO THE GARDEN HOUSE 
FØR THE BUNTING. ГҮ ٦ 


IT i$ YOUR PORTRAT! 
AND THAT OF A 


„ტინა тоо: 


О UDAJANA, 
YOu SEEN 


3. SPELLBOUND! 
„WHY DOES 
КАП 


= 


T me 
W (odios on Hs 

იაფიან, НАТ 
MLL He БАР 


THIS MAIDEN ExCELS Y ` 
LAKSHMI IN GRACE. SHE 
HAS CAPTIVATED MY 


I MUST FIND 


ALL RIGHT, 


BUT PLEASE COME 


BACK SOON. 


НОМ | НАМЕ ВЕЕМ 


THE KI 


ЕКА AND HE 


ING APPROACHED SAGA 
Wag ABOUT ТО TAKE HER HAND IN HE, 


TÅ 


M 


QUEEN 
VASAVADAT 


1 


ми LORD, I CAME SÅ 

THIS WAY TO SEE. 

JE THE NAVAMALIKA 

CREEPER HAS 
)SSOMED. 


KANCHANA MALA, THE QUEEN'S 
| COMPANION, PICKED UP THE PORTRAIT 
AND SHOWED 77 TO THE QUEEN. 


I CONJURED THE 2 MU LORD, ALLOW МЕ ТО 
GIRL QUT OF MY Я KE MY LEAVE OF YOU. 


ME, I AM TROUBLED BY 
@ Å HEADACHE. PLEASE 
ს LET ме CC. | [^| 


[THE NEXT DAY VASANTAKA 
MET SUSANGATA. A 


qÍ 


SUSANGATA, MY 
ERIEND PINES FOR 
SAGA 


THIS EVENING I WiLL ٦ 
BRING SAGARIKA TO 


МАА? DRESS. ერი 


9.77 DID THEY REALISE 

Бей | THAT KANCHANA MALA, WHO 

2 2 |APPENED TO BE PASSING 
Шау HAD HEARD EVERY WORD: 


Es 


«CV WILL, 
е HOU VISIT THE 
DHAVI BOWER 
THIS EVENING. 


27 SUSANGATA , CV LOOK 
QUITE CHARMING DRESSED 


WHEN VASANTAKA LED THEM ТО UDAYANA- 
S= We 
AA) 


VASAVADATTA, SHOW 
COMPASSION: PARDON, 
МЕ FOR ONCE. 


WITHOUT SAYING ANOTHER WORD, 
VASAVADATTA WENT AWAY. 


VASAVADATTA 
LOVES ME. SHE 
MUST BE HEART- 
BROKEN. SHE 


МАЧ EVEN KILL р, 
HERSELF. MN 


MEANWHILE, SAGAKIKA APPROACHED THE MADHAV/ 
BOWER DRESSED JM THE QUEEN'S CLOTHES. 


СЛ | SHOULDN'T 2 
HAVE AGREED ТО 
COME HERE. IT 5 


LEAVE МЕ, МУ 
LORD! LET 


THROW AWAY THAT P 
NOOSE FOR MY 


MEANWHILE, THE QUEEN HAD 


DECIDED TO RETURN. 


МОТ HAVE BEEN 

CRUEL то MY 

HUSBAND. HE WAS 

FULL OF REMORSE, 

| WILL GO BACK 
HIM. 


SAGARIKA 
AGAIN! MY 


AND | BROUGHT V 
HIM HERE ONLY 


ба 


AND KANCHANA MALA LED 3 
ASAN TAKA AND SAGARIKA AWAY AS 
UDAYANA WATCHED HELPLESSLY. 


BUT THE NEXT DAY THE QUEEN SET 


VAGANTAKA TOOK THE NECKLACE TO 
KING UDAVANA— 


VASANTAKA FREE. SUSANGATA WENT TO 
MEET HIM. - 


SAGARIKA HAS 
SENT YOU THIS. 
YOU HAVE BEEN 
VERY SYMPATHETIC 
HER. PLEASE 


Si 
ACCEPT IT. 


VASANTAKA, YOU MUST 
PUT IT ON. LOOKING AT IT, 
SHALL TRY TO 


LATER IN THE AFTERNOON, А MAGICIAN FROM ULAZNI CAME ТО THE PALACE TO 
PERFORM BEFORE KING UDAMANA AND QUEEN VASAVADATTA. V or FOOL, SHOW 
HERE VOU SEE аған) 
VISHNU AND MAHESHWA 

AND THERE — THE 

APSARAS DANCING. 


SHOULD SEE 
HIM AT ONCE! 


АШ 


BUT, YOUR MAJESTY, 
HOU HAVEN*T SEEN 
MY BEST ITEM! 
PERMIT ME ٦٥ 


THEN VASUBHUTI ENTERED AND PAID HIS RESPECTS TO UDA/ANA. 


1 BRING BAD NEWS: 
OUR SHIP HAS SUNK. 
ONLY HOUR ENVOY AND 
| MANAGED TO SURVIVE. 
YOUR BETROTHED, 
PRINCESS RATNAVALI, 
WHOM NE NERE 


WAS DROWNED IN 
THE STORMY SEA. 


BRINGING то каенана, Ç 


MY BETROTHED ++. 


2 


Tr 


FIRE! FIRE! 
THERE 15 A FIRE IN 
THE INNER 
APARTMENT. 


MY LORD! SAVE 
SAGARIKA ! HER HANDS 
AND FEET HAVE BEEN 
BOUND ON MV ORDERS. 


BUT... BUT - - -WHAT 
KIND OF FIRE 15 THIS? 
NOT. EVEN W HAIR 
18 SINGED! 


мч LORD, I AM 


ASHAMED OF МЧ- 


PE 


THEN VASUBHUTI EXPLAINED HOW RATNAVALI CAME ТО ВЕ BETROTHED TO KING 
UDAYANA ON THE INITIATIVE TAKEN BY VAUGANDHARAJANA. 


TOLD US NOTHING. Æg 


hav LORD, I WONDER T 2 
НЧ” YAUGANDHARAYANA Е MUST 


++ AND THAT'S WHY, 
| TRIED TO BRING ABOUT 


| HEARD A SAGE 
PROPHESY THAT 
THE MAN WHO 
MARRIES RATNAVALI 
WILL BECOME THE 


A MARRIAGE ВЕТМЕЕМ 
YOU, MY LORD, AND THE, 
PRINCESS OF 

SIMHALA. 


THEN VAGAVADATTA LED 
RATMAVALI TO UDAUANA. 


MM LORD, ACCEPT 
MY COUSIN AS 
VOUR WIFE. 


Couldn't find the 
Amar Chitra Katha 
title you wanted 


in the store next door? 


4 
რქ. Ж m 
ბა, “ 400+ titles sold in 20 languages P 
Bi 90 million copies sold in the last 40 years Эд 
ry 


